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Hugs for 'HOPE'

International
amendment
passes SGA
Senate vote
BY KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association voted and approved a previously unconstitutional amendment
on Tuesday night, passing it along
to appear on the student ballot for
fall elections.
The amendment proposes adding a senate seat for Navitas or English as a Second Language International students from the at-large
seats. It was revised last Thursday
SEE SGA PAGE 2

Engineering
students
create Beech
Bend event
BY CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Goshen senior Emma O'Grady, a member of Alpha Delta Pi sorority, rejoices in a hug with Frankfort sophomore Sawyer Coffey,
an ADPi, after taking second place at the Lambda Chi Watermelon Pageant on Tuesday. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD

Within the past year, two members of the WKU department of
engineering family were diagnosed
with cancer.
As the department deals with
the news, two engineering students
have hatched a plan to help in the
battle against cancer.
Their answer is WKU Night at
Beech Bend Park, a cancer benefit
sponsored by the Department of
Engineering and Tau Beta Pi. The

Lambda Chi raises money for Hope Harbor
BY KAYLA BOYD
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity has
once again pulled out all the stops
for their philanthropy event.
This year the fraternity added

a partnership with Griff’s Deli, according to Glasgow junior Collins
Garst, vice president of Lambda
Chi.
Garst said the deli agreed to donate 10 percent of Monday’s proceeds to Hope Harbor.

Bob Austin,
University
Fire Marshal,
checks the
color of unfermented grape
juice grown in
WKU's vineyards during
the Wine Fundamentals
class Sept. 10.
Austin said he
is taking the
class because
he finds the
history of
wine interesting. MIKE

PETITION FOR 24
HOUR DINING
OPTION GATHERS
SUPPORT
PAGE 3

SEE BEECH BEND PAGE 2

WKU students drink wine for class
BY CASEY DOWNEY
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Jazz music permeated the room as
Blake Layne divvied out wine glasses.
As he poured the sweet, fruity substance for each student, a light chatter
commenced.
“This is 100 percent Concord grape
juice that’s been pasteurized. We have
about 40 grape varietals on the WKU
farm,” said Layne, a manager at Wino’s
Depot and an instructor.
Layne, a graduate of University of
California, Davis, teaches a wine fundamentals course at WKU.
Since coming to WKU, he has become a protector of the vineyards. His

CLARK/HERALD

24 HOURS

Hope Harbor is the organization
to which Lambda Chi donates all of
the money they raise throughout
the year.
Johnny Douglas, of Bowling
Green, has been Lambda Chi’s
SEE WATERMELON PAGE 2

'BULLY'

"BULLY" WRITER,
PRODUCER SPEAKS
ABOUT BULLYING
PREVENTION
PAGE 7

QUIZ BOWL

THE WKU QUIZ
BOWL TEAM HAS
GROWN OVER
THE YEARS INTO A
SUCCESSFUL TEAM
PAGE 7

mission is to create wine untainted by
man-made yeast.
Since the 1950s, scientists have
been cultivating yeasts and bacteria so
that producers have more control over
the end result. Referred to as “wine terrorists” in the world of enology, or the
study of wine, many areas are being
depleted of their natural yeasts.
It is the native yeasts which create
a wine’s “terroir.” This is a French concept meaning “sense of place,” which
makes each wine unique, Layne said.
“…In a situation of terroir-driven
wine-making, we are planting a vine,
raising a vine free of chemical input
as self-sustainable as possible,” Layne
SEE WINE PAGE 2
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RAINY DAY GALLERY

GO TO WKUHERALD.COM TO LOOK AT
HOW STUDENTS MADE THE BEST OUT
OF YESTERDAY'S STORMY WEATHER

THU 88°/63°
FRI 77°/48°
SAT 75°/52°
SUN 82°/61°

PAGE

2

SEPTEMBER 12, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

Cadiz freshman Christy Bollinger, a member of Alpha Omicron Pi
sorority, walks across the stage after being named the winner of
the Lambda Chi Alpha Watermelon Bust Beauty Pageant Tuesday
night. IAN MAULE/HERALD

WATERMELON

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

chapter adviser for eight years.
He also serves as a board
member for Hope Harbor.
Douglas said Hope Harbor
is a sexual abuse trauma recovery center for men and women.
The non-profit crisis counseling center relies on grants, state
funding and national funding to
cover their expenses.
Lambda Chi’s philanthropy
week had daily fundraising
activities Monday through
Thursday.
On Tuesday night, the fraternity hosted their annual
Watermelon Bust Pageant. The
entry fee was $3 or five canned
goods. Lambda Chi raised

more than $1,000 at the event
to be put toward their philanthropy.
Ten girls from seven sororities competed in three categories - letter wear, watermelon
wear and formal wear - along
with a question section. The
Downing Student Union Auditorium, where the pageant
was held, was packed with girls
there to support their sisters.
Three judges, including
Douglas and WKU’s mascot, Big
Red, determined the winner.
Douglas, who is a retired
teacher, said the work Hope
Harbor does to protect people
is important to him and the
community.
“Looking out at the crowd,
the only guys (at our pageant) were from Lambda Chi,”

SGA

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

by the Judicial Council during an
emergency meeting.
The passing of the amendment
would result in WKU’s SGA being the
first student government group in the
state to have an international senate
seat, according to SGA President Keyana Boka.
“I think it would be a great addition
to the senate in the long run,” Boka
said.
Boka and Mark Reeves, executive
vice president, worked to have the
amendment revised by the Council
before Tuesday’s meeting so it could
be voted on.
The revision involved changing the
phrasing of the proposal from reading “International student senator” to
“Navitas or English as a Second Language International student senator.”
“The purpose of it is basically to
guarantee an international student
representative on the Senate,” Boka
said.
During the second read and debate of the amendment, Christopher
Costa, a member of SGA, spoke out
against it.
“I’m actually rising against this,” he
said. “I’m very close to the internation-

BEECH BEND

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

event is this Saturday from 5 p.m. to
midnight.
For a $20 entrance fee, anyone with
a WKU ID has the opportunity to unite
in opposition to cancer while experiencing the park’s numerous rides
and attractions in an event-exclusive
nighttime setting with 10 percent of
the proceeds going to the American
Cancer Society.
Reed Gonzalez, a Beech Bend Park
manager and WKU mechanical engineering graduate, spearheaded the
creation of the event.
He said he hopes to contribute not
only to cancer research but unification in the community and the department of engineering.
Gonzalez said he perceives a rift
between the three engineering disciplines but feels this event will change
that.
“There’s this presumption that mechanical is the hardest of the three engineering disciplines, but all are hard and
essential to making the world work,” he
said. “My goal is to break down those
barriers with this event while uniting the
WKU community as a whole.”
Gonzalez said the department is
tightly knit and he knows both of the
people who are battling cancer.
“The first friend was an RA in Minton who graduated in May in mechanical engineering,” he said. “He was
married in June and got diagnosed
with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma about

Louisville junior Bailey Young, a member of Alpha Gamma Delta sorority, stands in the wings at the
Downing Student Union Theater before showing off her watermelon wear during the Lambda Chi
Watermelon pageant. IAN MAULE/HERALD
he said. “Most of those who
came were sorority girls. Who
among this group will be sexually abused?”
That’s what makes the work
easier, said Douglas.
“You don’t know which girls
in the group will be abused one
day, or the girls who have been
already and are too scared to
say it,” he said.
Garst said although the Watermelon Bust Pageant raised
more than $1,000, Lambda Chi
hopes to donate more than
$1,500 to Hope Harbor from all

al student situation. My father was an
international student when he came
to this university in 1980 from Columbia and my mother is an instructor for
ESLI.”
Costa, though agreeing with the
goal to have more international student involvement in SGA, disagrees
that adding an international exclusive
seat is the way to accomplish the goal.
“It does feel like a band aid. I mean,
instead of us going to ESLI, to Navitas,
ISS [International Student Services],
we’re just saying ‘Hey, here’s a seat for
you,’” Costa said.
He argued students involved in
ESLI and Navitas would be too busy
with their classwork to have adequate
time to focus on SGA or other student
activities. Students involved in these
programs take 25 hours of class a
week, he said.
“They’re here through ESLI or Navitas to learn English so that they can be
successful at a university,” Costa said.
Despite his arguments, the amendment passed almost unanimously,
with two votes against it.
Students will now decide the fate of
this bill when fall elections begin next
week, ending in a vote on Sept. 19. The
amendment proposal will appear on
the ballot located on TopNet.
“This is not the end of the process,”
Reeves said.

three or four weeks ago. He’s at the
treatment stage where bills keep coming in, so we’re reaching out to help.”
The other student battling cancer is
a current senior and civil engineering
major who was diagnosed with Stage
III brain cancer last spring, Gonzalez
said.
“His recovery process has been
much longer, but he’s doing a lot better,” he said. “Several engineering students built a concrete canoe for him
and wrote ‘courageous’ on it as a sign
of gratitude.”
Bowling Green senior Darren Tinker, the other creator of WKU Night
who’s also a mechanical engineering
major, said he hopes this event will
make an impact, small or large.
“In all honesty, the amount of money we raise is not important,” Tinker
said. “The fact that we raised money
and are able to make a difference is
important. I consider a contribution
significant regardless of how much it
is.”
Ultimately, Gonzalez and Tinker
want to help their peers.
“After some nostalgic conversation,
Reed and I wanted to make a difference,” Tinker said. “Our department
had seen two of our students suffering
and we felt that we could help. I hope
that whatever we raise is enough to
make their lives easier and to help the
cure and prevention of cancer.”
Additionally, Gonzalez said, the
park is rarely open at night.
“I love the parks at night — who
doesn’t?” he said. “Everything is more
magical when the lights are on.”

WKUHERALD.com

of the fundraisers throughout
their philanthropy week.
Beyond the donations from
Griff's on Monday night and
the Watermelon Bust Pageant
on Tuesday night, Lambda
Chi hosted a volleyball tournament at their house on
Wednesday. Tonight, the last
night of festivities, includes a
cookout at the house.
“We’ll have a watermelon
eating contest, seed spitting
contest, watermelon drink creation and watermelon smashing contest,” Garst said.

WINE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
said. “Then you're making a wine that
has sense of place. You're making a
wine that someone who’s from the region of Tuscany looks back and says,
‘This is what it has always tasted like
before this influx of modern science.’”
The majority of yeasts native to Kentucky have not been tampered with
over the years, he said.
For the first time ever, there will be
wine created from the WKU Farm, and
this wine will be rich in terroir, something so valuable in the wine industry.
This will be a $300 billion market by
2016 as projected by “Business Wire.”
“I feel like I’m safeguarding the vineyard from outside influences because
it's extremely important,” Layne said.
“I don’t even sleep thinking about how
important it is to create something
unique to our terroir.”
It is not just the cultivation of native
yeasts that will make this wine so different.
Through collaboration with Assistant Professor Lindsay Oesterritter’s ceramics class, pots are being designed in
which the wine will be fermented.
Oesterritter said she hopes the pots,
called kveris, will carry about five gallons of wine.
“We are making kveris based off of

The volleyball tournament
and the cookout both raise
money from entry fees and
selling food.
Douglas said the fraternity
typically donates between
$2,000 and $4,000 to Hope
Harbor each year from various
fundraisers.
“Hope Harbor is there anytime of the day or night if you
need them,” said Douglas.
“They could be on a call right
now and there is someone
there to help an individual
that’s been sexually abused.”

ones from the Georgian Republic,” she
said. “It is a class of eight or nine students
so we’re hoping to contribute that many.”
Each clay pot will be fired in the kiln
on the WKU Farm and then coated with
wax derived from bees on the farm. The
beeswax will act as a natural microbial
agent.
The class plans on having the pots
completed within a couple of weeks.
Layne said each student has their
own reasons for joining the class, making the subject matter more personal
for each student.
Eddy Cuisinier, an instructor of
French, has his own reasons for taking
the course.
“I grew up in Paris, France. And wine
has really been a part of my life the
whole time with my father teaching me
about the wine being special and the
history behind it,” Cuisinier said. “I just
want to learn more because it’s a way to
connect better to my background.”
Cuisinier also said he is interested
in learning more about where wine
comes from.
“I enjoy a glass of wine, but I think I
will enjoy it more if I can smell it, if I can
understand the origin,” he said. “So it’s
not just taking the class to drink wine
but rather to understand the terroir…
“Terroir is so many things — it’s not
just the place, the people. It’s an assembly of everything; pretty much the culture itself.”

Corrections
Due to a Herald error, a dance described in the front page story about
a step show was incorrectly identified
on Tuesday.
The dance was a “stroll.”
Due to a Herald error, a front page
story in Tuesday’s issue about a resident
assistant did not list the RA’s first name.

Her name is Siara Thompson. The
Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are
brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044
to report a correction, or e-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com
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Petition for 24-hour dining option heads to SGA
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Students routinely disappointed by a lack of late night
dining options on campus
may be interested in a petition
currently gaining support.
For a little more than a
week, Bowling Green sophomore Nick Conrad, a McCormack Hall resident assistant,
has been walking around campus, gathering signatures for a
petition requesting a 24-hour
dining option on campus.
“I just saw the need for it,”
Conrad said. “I study late at
night and I’m usually up past
twelve.”

He also said he knows of
many other students with similar studying schedules who
would be interested in a 24hour restaurant on campus.
Conrad said in roughly a
week, he has gathered more
than 700 signatures and is still
working on getting more.
“I’m planning on getting
signatures from three weeks to
a month,” he said. “I’m shooting for a goal of 5,000.”
Conrad said he has met with
representatives of the Student
Government Association who
are interested in helping him
with his goal.
“SGA is also in the process
of writing something to back

it,” he said.
Bowling Green junior Christopher Costa, an SGA senator,
said he met Conrad by chance
and has since written a resolution in support of a 24-hour
on-campus dining option.
“I was just outside of Cherry
Hall between classes, and Nick
had his petition and he was
passing it around to some people, and I kind of overheard
what it was about, and we sat
down and talked about it for a
few minutes,” Costa said.
He said his resolution will
be debated and voted on next
Tuesday at the SGA meeting. If
SGA approves the resolution,
they will present it to Gary

Symphony at WKU to give free concert
at Jackson’s Orchard this weekend
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

During the fall, Jackson’s Orchard becomes an ideal spot
for Bowling Green residents
and WKU students to visit and
enjoy autumn staples like apple cider and hayrides.
This weekend, visitors of
the orchard can also enjoy a
concert by some of WKU’s musicians.
The annual Symphony Day
at Jackson’s Orchard will take
place this Saturday, Sept. 14 at
10 a.m.
The Symphony at WKU and
local strings programs from
Bowling Green City and Warren County Public Schools will
be performing at the free concert where visitors are encouraged to bring a picnic blanket
and enjoy the show on the hillside.
Bill Scott, music director
and conductor for the Symphony at WKU, said that Jackson’s Orchard is a great venue
for families to come out and
enjoy the music.
“The neat thing is that it’s a
green space, so little kids aren’t
strapped into a chair in an auditorium,” Scott said. “They
can run and jump around and
play.”
Scott also said the lengths of
the pieces work well for families, too.
“They’re all relatively short

pieces — about five to six minutes long — which is about the
right length for kids, and adults
enjoy it, too,” Scott said.
Visitors will also get the
chance to visit an Instrument
Petting Zoo provided by Royal
music company and sample the
instruments seen in the concert.
“String instruments are like
shoes—they come in different sizes,” Scott said. “At the
Instrument Petting Zoo, kids
can come and try an instrument. There will be faculty
there showing them how to get
started on an instrument, and
it creates a lot of excitement
that way.”
Louisville Senior Chad
Coomer, violinist in the first
violin section of the Symphony at WKU, hopes that something like Symphony Day will
help to get younger kids interested and to start playing at a
young age.
“It’s a great age to start because you’re adapting to things
your body can do and is capable of,” Coomer said.
Josh Propst, Bowling Green
freshman and third cellist with
the Symphony at WKU, said
he is really excited to be a part
of Symphony Day at Jackson’s
Orchard, which will be his first
concert as a college student.
“The fact that I’ve grown
up here and heard the symphony many times before and
now I get to play with them as

a student at WKU at Jackson’s
Orchard where I’ve seen them
play previously is exciting and
both a privilege and an honor,”
Propst said.
The concert, titled “In
Search of Adventure,” will feature music from “Pirates of
the Caribbean: Dead Man’s
Chest,” "The Avengers,” "Les
Miserables,” Pixar films and
many other big screen hits.
Propst encourages families
to come out and enjoy recognizable tunes from recent
movies, while also getting a
taste of what WKU and other
Bowling Green musicians have
to offer.
“Symphony Day can give
people a good idea of the musical talent that’s here in Bowling Green, which people don’t
always realize,” Propst said.
Scott also hopes the Bowling Green community will
come and delight in the music
and surrounding beauty that
Symphony Day at Jackson’s
Orchard has to offer even if
they’ve never visited before.
“Anyone who’s never been
to Jackson’s Orchard, for
heaven’s sakes, go,” Scott said.
“You’ll love some of the food
you can purchase there, you’ll
love the atmosphere — it’s a
great place to be. Plus, you’ll
hear wonderful music at a free
concert that gives you a sampling of the orchestra. It’s the
perfect opportunity for you.”

Meszaros, assistant vice president for Auxiliary Services, for
consideration.
Meszaros said he is open
to the idea of a 24-hour restaurant on campus but added
there “would be an extra cost
associated with it.”
He said the prices at the 24hour restaurant would have
to be increased to “cover the
cost of longer services” and
the school would have to hire
more people to staff it.
Steve Hoyng, resident district manager for Aramark, said
he is interested in the idea, but
also pointed out some of the
difficulties such a restaurant
would have.

He said staffing a 24-hour
restaurant and providing consistent service would both be
difficult.
“If a student is coming in
later in the evening,” Hoyng
said, “he would expect the
same service, the same quality of menu items that were
served earlier, and that’s very
difficult to do when the customer count isn’t as busy as it
would be at lunch and dinner.”
Despite these difficulties,
Hoyng said he would consider
the proposal.
“We’re always open to new
ideas, and we’re always open
to improving the program,” he
said.

Crime Reports from
Sept. 4 to Sept. 11
Arrests
•Police arrested Elkton
sophomore Sheldon Dossett,
Zacharias Hall, for failure to
illuminate headlamps and
driving under the influence
under 21 years of age at the
1800 block of Normal Drive
on Sept. 11.
•Police arrested Louisville
freshman Dante Beausejour
in Keen Hall Room 702 on a
warrant for Jefferson County
District Court for fourth-degree assault and first- degree
robbery on Sept. 9.
•Police arrested Nashville
freshman Cloyd Smith III,
McCormack Hall, for disregarding a red light at 1700
Block Creason St., DUI under
21 years of age, and failure to
produce insurance on Sept.
7.
Police arrested Lexington
freshman William Childers,
Hugh Poland Hall, for alcohol
intoxication of the first-degree
after he was observed lying in
the second floor hallway of
Bemis Lawrence passed out
in the fetal position wearing
only his underwear on Sept. 7.
Reports
•Bowling Green freshman
Nicholas Long reported the
theft of his American flag
from his vehicle on level two
of Parking Structure 2 on

Sept. 10. The estimated value
of the item stolen was $25.
•Benton sophomore Tayla
Redmond, Pearce-Ford Tower, reported four unknown
females assaulted her while
walking on Normal Drive on
Sept. 9.
•Nashville freshman Devin
Haynes,
Barnes-Campbell
Hall, was observed driving on
the corner of Normal Drive
and Regents Avenue without
headlights activated on Sept.
6. Upon contact, Haynes was
also found to be in possession
of marijuana.
•Bowling Green Police
Department detectives Dillon and Davis interviewed
a student in PFT Room 409
regarding a BGPD case on
Sept. 6.
•Ingham, Mich., sophomore Christopher HarrisonDocks reported his iPad stolen
from his room in Northeast
Hall on Sept. 5. The estimated
value of the item stolen was
$535.
•Sturgis freshman August
G. , McCormack, reported
the theft of his cell phone and
cash from Preston Center on
Sept. 4. The estimated value
of the items stolen was $110.
•Damage to a piano in
Gordon Wilson Hall room 312
was reported on Sept. 4. The
estimated value of the damage was $375.99.
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COMMON GROUND

Soft speech still works
according to an Associated Press report.
If Obama’s plan had met less opposition in Congress, we might have already
In the aftermath of the Syrian gas at- cost human lives for a cause that had
tacks, President Barack Obama pressed other options still on the table.
Congress for approval to send drone
And it’s not as if the rest of the world is
strikes into Syria to punish the al-Assad shocked that diplomacy still has a winregime.
dow of opportunity for success.
Indeed, it seemed that the
I’m certainly not surprised. I
United States was on the verge
urged such actions last week,
of lighting the fuse of a bomb so
citing a plan from Human Rights
fierce that the entire world preFirst that specifically included
ferred to overlook the 1,400 saenlisting the help of Russia, a
rin gas-induced deaths and the
country with tremendous influ2 million refugees that have fled
ence in the region.
Syria already.
I’m not one to say “I told you
However, due to a strong urgso,” but it might be appropriate
ing from Russia on Monday, Syrat this point.
ia is now considering the com- BRATCHER
Second, the U.S. has got to
Opinion
plete destruction of its entire
stop acting as the world’s police.
editor
chemical weapons arsenal.
That is not to say that we should
Three things have stood out to
let injustice reign as we turn a
me about this entire crisis.
blind eye to the world.
First, Obama has a lot of egg on his
But U.S. diplomacy has turned into a
face, and it’s in front of the international joke within the international commucommunity.
nity. Countries have steadily become
One minute, the commander-in-chief disillusioned with U.S. intelligence
is convinced there is no other option since we used the threat of weapons of
left to pursue in order to correct this in- mass destruction to invade Iraq and Afjustice besides violence.
ghanistan.
The next day, without a single shot
Judging by this situation, the only
fired, Syria’s foreign minister said that he country that remains faithful to U.S. forhas “embraced the proposal” from Rus- eign policy and intelligence is France.
sia to destroy Syrian chemical weapons,
It’s totally acceptable to take a moBY NICK BRATCHER
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

ment to weep at this realization. I know
I did.
Third, if the U.S. does not stop, it will
lose all of its credibility worldwide.
Monday morning, Secretary of State
John Kerry made a joke that a Syrian agreement for a complete chemical
weapons disarmament would prevent
any drone strikes by the U.S.
He then laughed off such a proposition as being improbable at best with
little idea of how to even accomplish
such a feat.
Hours later, Russia was demanding that very notion with a positive response in Syria.
Does no one else see that another
country on the U.N. Security Council
made a decision on policy within hours
of employing it that the U.S. could only
fantasize about in offhanded jokes?
This is outrageous — or at the very
least it’s depressing.
Has the value of our nation and its
word sunk that low?
I would argue that we’re destined for
even lower depths if we don’t re-learn
how to conduct ourselves in foreign affairs.
Just because we carry a big stick
doesn’t mean we have to be so quick to
use it.

Tops &
Bottoms

COMMENTARY

SGA PR response: Aiming for equality
Recognition of an issue begins the process of improvement. SGA has the influence
to improve our university
by representing the student
body’s opinion. Through
diversity, SGA can make informed decisions that better
represent the student body.
New legislation brings the
ideal closer. Every academic
college holds an SGA senate
seat to offer each discipline a
vote in senate. This provides
an additional avenue for expression that mirrors the system used by the university.
To achieve the goal of
having a senator for each
academic division, Navitas
and English as a Second Language International required
their own category. Navitas
and ESLI are programs for
non-native English speakers that contain mostly English classes to develop proficiency. The constitutional
amendment promotes the
goal equally for each academic unit through creation

of this new seat. The Gatton
Academy of Mathematics
and Science seat demonstrates the same principle, as
does the Potter College seat.
This standard necessitates a
Navitas/ESLI seat to ensure
equality.
Opening a specific seat
for a student group does not
imply that the seat is the only
one available to them or that
it is the only channel to SGA.
The availability of at-large
positions and multiple ways
to speak with the senate facilitates communication between students and Senate
without the addition of seats
according to interest alone.
Constitutional
amendments are not the sole discretion of SGA. The amendment
appears on the fall election
ballot for all students to vote
on Sept. 17 - 18 via Topnet. If
the majority of voters find it
less than ideal, we can work
together to find a better solution.
SGA craves feedback. With

a multitude of methods for
involvement, express your
opinion by voting, running
for office, sending an email,
speaking at a meeting, dropping by the office, and getting
to know your college’s senator or a senator at-large. Accurate representation is not
automatic. Sculpt the government through conversation and involvement.
SGA serves as a voice but
functions as an assistant to
students in other ways. When
you need money for research
or summer term classes,
study abroad or study away
scholarships, vouchers for
IDs or transcripts, free Scantrons and a pencil, or just a
ride home after a late night,
SGA is here for you.
SGA wants to help in every way possible through our
services and voice. The new
amendment serves us all
through equally representing
each academic distinction.
Laura Harper
Director of Public Relations
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TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@BrittonyRose
WKUPD just saved me
from a moth! #thankyou
#wku
— Sent 1:46 PM - 10 Sep 13
@LaurenBailes
When I see Big Red on TV
it makes me really happy.
#WKU
— Sent 8:34 PM - 10 Sep 13
@DTGoodin1
Looking at the #WKU
virtual tour and wondering why almost every
building only has one
bathroom per floor #WhiteandNerdy #SlightySalty
— Sent 9:52 PM - 10 Sep 13

CONTACT US
Advertising:
270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.com
Newsroom:
270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY
42101-1084

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com

The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

TOPS to YoBlendz
being open.

BOTTOMS to not
being able to use
meal swipes.

TOPS to the football team not playing Tennessee this
weekend.

BOTTOMS to it still
not being a home
game.

@torigambi
Ahhh, nothin better than
the sweet aroma of weed
in the crisp night air filtering through the windows
at 1 AM #wku
— Sent 12:55 AM - 11 Sep 13
@Dani_Size23
Only at Western will you
see your mascot riding around campus in a
golf cart #WKU #BigRed
#lovethatguy
— Sent 12:16 PM - 10 Sep 13
@kyle_hennion
Alway So hot on bottom
floor of COHH, why??a 5
day a week 8AM was bad
enough as is #hot #WKU
#classes #8A.M’s
— 7:36 AM - 11 Sep 13
@CaptianCora
My leg muscles are going to look so nice by the
end of the semester since
I have to walk 15 min up
the hill everyday. #college
#wku
— Sent 7:55 AM - 11 Sep 13

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE

Get social with the

ACROSS

1 Guinness or Baldwin
5 Allen of "Home
Improvement"

College Heights Herald

8 Many a glamorous female
performer
9 Piano piece
12 "Tomorrow __ Dies"; 007

@WKUHerald
@WKUHeraldSports

movie
13 "The Girl with the __
Tattoo"; film for Christopher
Plummer
14 Robert __ of "The
Sopranos"
15 __ Patrick Harris

@WKUHerald

16 "The __ Adventures of Old
Christine"
18 Church bench
19 Pesci and Mantegna

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classifiedadvertising@wkuherald.com
Design Manager: Julia Hartz

20 "__ Time, Next Year"; Alan
Alda movie
21 Creative thought
23 Summer months
24 Derriere
25 "All You __ Is Love";

TRAVEL

Beatles hit

TheMusicFest.Com at Steamboat.

26 Prolonged pains

FOR RENT

28 Russian artist __ Chagall

4 BR/ 2 BA 1 Block from WKU campus. $850/month.
Call David Sims at Crye-Leike: 796-0002.

29 "$#*! My Dad __"

Newly updated 4 BR/ 2 BA and 1 BR move-in special:
(270) 282-4478

line

HELP WANTED
United Furniture is hiring 2 delivery personnel. 20 hours/week,
Saturdays required. Apply at United Furniture - 1008 State Street.

City of Bowling Green - Special Event Intern
Performs general office duties, makes copies including large
mass mailings, enter data in computer, filed telephone
inquiries regarding the parade; prepare and update multiple
mailing lists and mailings; update informational databases;
assist with preparation of the information packets and
various mailings to parade participants and citizens affected
by the parade. Detail oriented and well organzied; ability to
work with general public and interest in public information
and/or marketing techniques. Experience working in an office
environment preferred. Pay Grade 71; $8.35/hr. 20 hrs/wk.,
Sept. - Nov., Mon. - Fri.; 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (flexible) Must
be available on Saturday, November 9, 2013 during parade.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from
the Human Resources Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street,
Bowling Green or from our website at
www.bgky.org. Deadline to apply is 4:00 p.m. September 13, 2013

30 "As __ on TV"; advertising
32 Actress Charlotte __

5 Hatcher and Garr

31 Before, to a poet

35 Eerie sighting, for short

6 Language of Rome: abbr.

33 Insurance company

36 Groucho or Harpo

7 Large coffee cup

employee

37 Henpecks

10 Role on "Law & Order: SVU" 34 Suffix for strong or long

38 "Back to the __"; Michael

11 "__ of the State"; movie for

J. Fox movie

Gene Hackman and Will Smith 37 "My __ Is Earl"

40 Bob of "America's

12 __ and tuck; like a close race 39 Tamera's twin

Funniest Home Videos"

13 Billy __ Williams

41 Durance of "Smallville"

15 Actor Wyle

42 Sitcom for Sherman

17 Parker or Montgomery

Hemsley

19 Milo Ventimiglia's role on

43 Expressions of relief

"Gilmore Girls"

44 __ away; departed

20 Plaintiff

DOWN

22 Club member payments

1 Fred Astaire's dancing sister

23 Stapleton or Smart

2 "How to __ Parents (For the

25 Setting for "Roswell": abbr.

Rest of Your Life"

26 School in Tempe, for short

3 "Unhappily __ After"

27 __ mocha; Starbucks order

4 "__ 54, Where Are You?"

30 Rue and Gilbert

36 "__ Ado About Nothing"

40 Danny Glover horror movie

TUESDAY'S CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible for
the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

TUESDAY'S SUDOKU SOLUTION:

Instagrammies

@jthorley92: The new PFT lobby
#WKU #pft #2013 #fireplace

@youngflyflashy_gemini: Lunchtime with my homey favorite
mascot... #BigRed #WKU #HilltopperNation #CapitolOneMascotChallenge

@ heiter: Swag. #WKU

@wku: Good morning Hilltoppers!
#WKU #GoTops

PHOTO

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2013

WKUHERALD.COM

@WKUHERALD

WKU students play in the rain on the South Lawn on Wednesday afternoon. Some areas of campus got hit with heavy amounts of rain. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Rainy day fun

Louisville sophomore Hunter Heath and Waverly sophomore Brice Mackin wash
themselves with soap in a puddle by Chestnut Street North Lot after Wednesday's
storm. The two said they decided to bathe in the puddle because they needed to
shower. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

Louisville freshman Shelby Judd jumps on the back of Louisville freshman Alex
Carter as they play in a flooded puddle near Topper Cafe after thunderstorms
Wednesday afternoon. TREY HEATH/HERALD
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‘Bully’ producer speaks on effects and prevention
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
On a bus surrounded by
other children, one boy is
singled out to be harassed,
slapped and verbally abused,
with other calling him names
like “fish face” and “faggot.”
This is just one of the children that WKU students, faculty and members of the Bowling
Green community watched in
a clip from Cynthia Lowen’s
award-winning documentary
“Bully” in the Van Meter Hall
Auditorium Tuesday night.
Sam Evans, dean of the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences, welcomed the
audience before the lecture
started.
“The concept of bullying is
one that is prevalent in many
aspects of our society,” Evans
said.
The talk was part of the
Mary E. Hensley Lecture Series, dedicated to an educator from Clay County who received her bachelor’s degree
from WKU in 1952.
Lowen said the suicide of
two children and the media response that followed motivated her to production her film.
She said there needed to be a
voice for those being bullied.
“…This had been something that had been going on
so pervasively and yet at the
same time very much under
the radar,” Lowen said. “And
people wanted tools to know
what to do about it.”
Lowen said when she was

younger she was not a bully
but was unsure on how to
handle bullying she witnessed.
“I was terrified that if I did
anything or intervened that I
was one step away from being
that target myself,” she said.
“So I watched it happen.”
During the lecture, Lowen
showed clips from her film,
one that introduces a couple
who held a town hall meeting after their son took his life
from bullying.
“One of the things that their
experience really shows is the
importance of having this
dialogue as soon as possible,”
Lowen said.
Another clip shown at the
lecture shows a boy named
Alex who Lowen described as
the “center of the film.”
The clip features Alex being
physically and verbally abused
on a bus ride and how his family reacted after being shown
the footage.
Lowen said Alex’s experience highlighted the complex
issue of bullying and how
peers, family and educators
need to be thought of in order
to effectively respond to it.
Lowen also shared several
statistics and facts relating to
bullying throughout the lecture.
“Eighty five percent of the
time when bullying occurs
peers are present, but only 10
of the time do they intervene,”
Lowen said.
She said part of the challenge of addressing bullying is
coming up with creative and
specific solutions to case-by-

Award-winning filmmaker and writer Cynthia Lowen speaks about her documentary film, "Bully," as
part of the Mary E. Hensley Lecture Series at the Van Meter Hall Auditorium on Sept. 10. DEMETRIUS
FREEMAN/HERALD

case problems.
“Every situation is different
and every community is different,” Lowen said.
She said making different
decisions in our everyday lives
can help prevent bullying.
“We all really have the power to do something about this,”
Lowen said.
Lowen also said students
that are a part of groups already committed to school
culture, such as those apart of
student council and athletic
teams, can help prevent bully-

ing, as well.
Lowen also addressed cyber
bullying and bullying in the
workplace in her lecture.
Towards the end of the talk,
Lowen showed a clip featuring
a high school that dealt with
bullying problems by having
students, educators and administrators working together.
Following the lecture, there
was a brief question and answer session. One of the members of the audience asked
Lowen about the root cause of
bullying.

“I think that bullying is really a product of social dynamics,” Lowen said. “I think it’s really complicated.”
Fort Thomas junior Ryan
Mahoney said he came to the
lecture because he plans to be
an educator in the future.
Mahoney said he learned a
lot from the lecture.
“I learned about how surprisingly uninvolved teachers
are, just statistically, in bullying situations,” Mahoney said.
“And how pivotal and how vital
that is to these students.”

WKU Quiz Bowl team gearing up for new season
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU graduate Nick Conder
started the WKU Quiz Bowl
team in November of 2009.
Since then, the team has not
only grown in number but
placed tenth at the 2012 intercollegiate competition.
However, this success was
not earned over night.
Conder recalled the team’s
humble beginnings.
“We were quite bad when we
started a few years back, and the
goal of even qualifying for a national tournament was something that at times seemed a bit
far-fetched,” said Conder, who
is now a graduate research assistant at WKU.
A Quiz Bowl team is made up
of four players. The questions

are asked by a moderator and
can vary from literature to science to art.
Many new players have
joined the team this year, but
they have experienced players
from past semesters too. Due
to their success at nationals,
they are gaining a reputation
throughout high schools.
“My favorite thing about our
team is that we get to represent WKU in competition with
other schools,” Conder said. “It
makes me proud to represent
my school, and I'm very proud
of the victories we've achieved
in the past few years.
“I don't know if there are other teams at WKU who can say
they beat teams from four SEC
schools last season.”
Conder, along with Leitchfield senior Cole Phelps, Pikev-

Nick Conder, Quiz Bowl founder

I don't know if there are
other teams at WKU who
can say they beat teams from
four SEC schools last season.
ille Gatton Academy senior Alex
Malone, and Huntsville, Ala.,
sophomore Matthew Riggle
competed together at the division two national competition
last year.
Coach Guy Jordan said the
competitiveness of Quiz Bowl
rivals the intensity of athletics.
“This sport is serious,” Jordan
said. “It’s not trivial or a game
show. It’s an academic pursuit.
It’s just as serious as football.
“This year we will have a
strong team. We have everyone
back from last year’s team, and
new ones as well.”

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

Jordan played Quiz Bowl
in college and met his wife
through the sport. He was more
than willing to coach the team
when Conder asked him.
Last year, they missed the
nationals competition by three
or four spots. However, this year
Jordan feels that the team has
potential to advance far.
“We’ve got some players who
are exploding,” said Jordan.
However, winning isn’t why
the players love Quiz Bowl.
Radcliff senior Terence
Donohue, the team president,
likes that the team gives him an
opportunity to travel and have a
close group of friends.
“Being with the same people
for so long has given the team a
closeness and a sense of family,"
Donohue said.
Conder said he enjoys us-

Large Selection of beer, wine, and spirits
Kinky Liqueur 16.99
over 300 craft
750 ml

Spring Hill

Liquors

minutes away from WKU!

ing his intellect outside of the
classroom.
“It allows me to use my talents in a competitive setting,
which is similar to why an athlete enjoys playing sports,” he
said. “I may not be seven-foot
tall, able to bench press 500
pounds, or run the 40-yard
dash in under 5 seconds, but
the way my brain works allows
me to retain large quantities
of information and be able to
remember things and make
connections under pressure.”
According to Jordan, there is
a community who is devoted to
the game. The team has a passion for learning new things and
understanding how everything
connects.
“Quiz Bowl allows its players
to become well rounded, educated people,” Jordan said.

New amsterdam 10.99
vodka Flavors
750 ml

99
pinnacle vodka
16.
1.75 L
Bacardi Rum 99

750 ml
1.75 L

11.
19.99

domestic and
import beers in
stock including:

Founders, Great Lakes, Abita,
Bluegrass, Dogfish Head,
Bison Brewing, Sixpoint, Flying
Dog, Lefthand Brewing Co,
Goose Island, Schlofly, Magic
Hat, Bell's, Anderson Valley,
and many more

CONTACT:

HOURS:

2037 Russellville road
Bowling green, KY 42101
phone: (270) 782-5551
Spring Hill Liquors

Monday-Saturday
from
8:00am-11:00pm

must be 21 or older. we id
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THE REEL

The decline of the summer blockbuster

BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

It all started back in the summer of 1975.
Steven Spielberg’s “Jaws”
chomped its way to box-office
records and set in place a template for summer film releases
that studios are still following
to this day.
The “summer blockbuster”
refers to a high-budget film
production, which often constitutes a cultural phenomenon or fast-paced entertainment.
These releases often serve as

the basis for a studio’s entire
annual marketing strategy.
For years, there was never a
problem with this template.
From Paramount to Warner
Brothers to Disney to Universal, all the biggest studios have
forked over more than $200
million annually in recent
years to bring beloved characters to life and to maximize
profits.
In the summer of 2000, Bryan Singer’s “X-Men” revolutionized the way stories were
told about superheroes.
In 2008, “The Dark Knight,”
revolutionized the genre
again, becoming quite possibly the greatest case for the
consideration of superhero
blockbusters as viable works
of cinematic art.
In the past five years, studios have tried to replicate
the success of films like “Iron
Man” and “The Dark Knight”

by introducing darker tones
in storytelling, humor, often through self-satire, and a
heightened approach to realism in their summer releases.
More importantly, these
films told compelling stories
about fascinating, dynamic
characters.
This worked in 2008, but
does it hold up in 2013?
Last spring, Steven Spielberg
and George Lucas conducted
a symposium at the University
of Southern California.
Spielberg predicted that
“about a half-dozen or so
mega-budgeted movies will
go crashing into the ground,”
causing the industry to “implode,” leading to an alteration
of the “whole paradigm.”
The first part of that prophecy
came true this past summer.
By and large, films like Disney’s “The Lone Ranger,”
Universal’s “R.I.P.D.” and So-

ny’s “After Earth” and “White
House Down” all tanked because they valued bombastic
action and visual spectacle
over a compelling story or dynamic characters.
Even the films that found
major financial success like
Warner Brothers’ “Man of
Steel,” Paramount’s “World
War Z,” and Disney’s “Iron
Man 3” turned out to be underwhelming.
Missteps in characterization, inconsistency with the
narrative and gratuitous levels
of violence and destruction
plagued these major releases,
yet people still flocked to see
them.
Therefore, it doesn’t look like
studios have heeded enough
warning to change their approach to the summer, even if
the quality of the stories being
told is declining.
The “paradigm shift,” as

Spielberg suggested, may not
come for a few years, seeing
that most blockbusters for the
summers of 2014 and 2015 are
already in production.
But as the quality of television programming and online
content continues to rise, we
may see folks forgoing costly
ticket prices altogether and
just staying home.
The emergence of thoughtful, compelling programming
like AMC’s “Breaking Bad”
and “The Walking Dead” will
be what ultimately causes the
shift in the way summer blockbuster films are presented.
Maybe we’ll see the serialization of some major properties.
ABC already has an “Avengers”
spin-off in the works for this fall.
No matter what, a change is
looming as studios head back
into the water in search of the
success that “Jaws” found all
those years ago.

Campus, community discuss gay rights in Kentucky
BY KATHERINE SPROLES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Students and community
members gathered in Snell
Hall Tuesday night to hear
panelists discuss the summer Supreme Court rulings
on the Defense of Marriage
Act and Proposition 8 and
the effect they have on gay
rights.
The event addressed two
main issues: the Supreme
Court decision disabling
DOMA, a federal law that allowed states to refuse to recognize same-sex marriages
granted under the laws of
other states, and the Proposition 8 decision and what
it means for lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender
equality nationwide and in
Kentucky.
Michael Aldridge, who
moderated the event, said
the panelists participated

INVITATIONAL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

been, and hopefully that’s
something we can continue this
weekend,” Hudson said after
the match. “I thought our first
contact was better. I thought we
served better...we have a lot of
weapons offensively, and when
we can get everybody involved
like we did tonight, we’re pretty
good.”
Senior setter Melanie Stutsman played a big role in the
win with 37 assists.
She said the Lady Toppers
had one of their best games of
the season Tuesday.
“Everything just seemed
to click,” Stutsman said. “The
passing was good, serving was
good, our hitters and I were
connecting, and we were having a lot of fun. The things we
worked on in practice so far this
week are the things that we executed in the game.”
Defense was key for the Lady

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
up because we lost two over
the weekend,” Hudson said
after Tuesday’s sweep over
Cincinnati. “Well, we lost to
No. 12 and No. 15 in two really close matches, so I think
there’s a different perspective for our program, but I’m
trying to keep it the same in-

in a similar forum in Louisville after several churches
in the area were interested
in learning more about how
the decisions would impact
LGBT equality and how to
talk to their congregations
about it.
“Then the local group organizing Bowling Green fairness thought it would be a
great program for the community here as efforts were
under way here for a local
fairness ordinance here in
Bowling Green,” Aldridge
said.
Advocacy cards were
passed out and guests were
asked to sign so that when
representatives of the American Civil Liberties Union of
Kentucky go to the legislature, they have visual representation of support to show
the Kentucky representatives, Aldridge said.
“It’s important for them

to see representation from
all around the state,” he said.
First to speak at the panel
was Sam Marcosson, a professor from University of
Louisville. Marcosson spoke
about the two Supreme
Court rulings and what it
means for Kentuckians if
there is no challenge to the
2004 Kentucky marriage
amendment.
“The decisions are certainly historical,” Mascosson said.
The Windsor Case, which
disabled Section 3 of DOMA,
he said, is significant because the federal government now recognizes samesex marriages.
“If you get married somewhere that does recognize a
same-sex marriage, the federal government has now
decided it will recognize that
marriage wherever you go in
the United States,” Marcos-

Toppers in the win as they held
the Lady Bearcats to negative
hitting percentages in the final
two sets.
Sophomore middle hitter
Noelle Langenkamp led the
team in kills Tuesday with 11.
Overall, WKU had four players record five or more kills.
Defensive specialists Georgia
O’Connell, a freshman, tallied
10 digs on the night while senior Ashley Potts had nine.
“We really came together tonight I thought and worked well
in all aspects,” Potts said. “...We
wanted to take pride in stopping people, and I think we did
that tonight.”
Cincinnati leads the alltime series against WKU with
a record of 17-5, but the Lady
Toppers have won the last two
matches after the Bearcats had
won 11 straight.
The Lady Toppers are also
currently enjoying their 14th
straight week in the American
Volleyball Coaches Association
poll — the school is currently

ranked No. 21 in the NCAA. This
weekend the team will host the
WKU Invitational tournament
as WKU invites Ohio, Virginia
and University of Nevada, Las
Vegas to Diddle Arena.
“These teams are really good.
They can really play,” Stutsman
said. “If we’re not focused, they
can definitely upset us or beat
us, but we just have to focus on
us right now.”
Hudson said that every
game will be close this weekend
and hopes his team can outlast
its opponents.
“Every single match of that
tournament, no matter which
two teams are matched up, is
going to be a long competitive
one,” Hudson said. “Our kids
just have to settle in and be
ready to go to war for as long as
it takes.
“I don’t think it’ll be the
team that’s most talented this
weekend — I think it’ll be the
one that competes the hardest
and the longest, and hopefully
that’ll be the home team.”

side that locker room.
“That’s just about being
as good as we can be, and
that’s all we can really control.”
WKU has all the pieces it
needs to take the next step
— a deeper postseason run
this year.
They’ve got a senior class
that includes Sun Belt preseason Defensive Player of
the Year Ashley Potts and

Setter of the Year Melanie
Stutsman.
They have four preseason
all-conference players in
Potts, Stutsman, outside hitter Paige Wessel and middle
hitter Heather Boyan. That’s
good for half of the eightplayer all-Sun Belt lineup.
An announced crowd of
845 filled the Diddle Arena
stands Tuesday to watch
the Lady Toppers wallop
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Use Your BIG RED DOLLARS
to Enjoy STUDENT SPECIALS
for DINE-IN or DELIVERY!
ASK OUR TEAM FOR DETAILS

son said.
“If you go to Kentucky,
although Kentucky will not
recognize it, the Feds will,”
he said.
Kristi Branham, assistant
professor of gender and
women’s studies and a gay
woman, brought her own
experiences to the conversation.
Branham shared how
barring same-sex marriage
illegitimates some relationships.
“We do not have vocabulary in our society to identify
and name LGBT relationships that have the same
rhetorical force and credibility as ‘marriage,’ ‘wife’
and ‘husband,’” Branham
said.
Patricia Minter, associate professor of history and
faculty regent, also spoke.
Minter used her expertise
in legal law to shed light on

how many Kentuckians support fairness of LGBT couples but not gay marriage
specifically.
One statistic Minter gave
said that 83 percent of Kentuckians polled by Nate Silver in 2010 either strongly
agreed or agreed that gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender people should be
protected from anti-gay and
gender identity workplace
discrimination.
Other panelist speakers
included Andrew Salman,
president of WKU Student
Identity Outreach and Alan
Smith of grassroots organization Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth.
Salman spoke about the
Fairness on Fountain Square
movement, which educates
local businesses on how
supporting fairness rights
provides for more successful
businesses.

WKU
sophomore
offensive
hitter, Rachel
Engle, sends
a spike past
Cincinnati
blockers. The
Lady Toppers
brought in
42 total kills
with only
eight attack
errors and
defeated
the Lady
Bearcats, 3-0.
RAE EMARY/
HERALD

Cincinnati. “Hudson’s Hillraisers,” the student section dedicated to WKU’s 19year coach, were so loud it
sounded like Ray Harper’s
squad had just taken the
court.
The Lady Toppers have
come out ahead in every
home match this season and
should win many more, including a few at this weekend’s WKU Tournament as

the team hosts Ohio, Virginia and University of Nevada,
Las Vegas. Want to watch a
Topper team that’s going to
win? Check out the volleyball team.
And if you see Coach
Hudson around campus,
you don’t have to tell him to
keep his head up over a few
losses — this year, he might
have the best team he’s ever
coached.

PROUD NEW FIERY
TO SUPPORT

WKU

DORITOS LOCOS TACOS
MTN DEW 1802 Russellville Rd.
®
™

BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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CROSS COUNTRY

Cross country team in Nashville for Commodore Classic
BY ANDREW WEIGEL
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU men’s and women’s cross country teams return to Nashville, Tenn., this
weekend to compete in the
Commodore Classic.
The meet, hosted by
Vanderbilt University, will be
held at Percy Warner Park on
Saturday.
The teams know what to
expect from the course, having
run the same course at Percy
Warner Park at the Belmont
Opener two weeks before.
The difference this week,

though, will be the strength of
competition. Several top teams
from the Southeast Region will
be in attendance, including
Vanderbilt, Eastern Kentucky
University and Alabama. Some
of the best non-Bowl Championship Series schools will be in
attendance as well, coach Erik
Jenkins said.
“This week, the level of competition will be much higher,”
Jenkins said. “These are the
programs we aspire to compete with. It’s an opportunity
for us to compete against good
teams and test ourselves.”
The Lady Toppers will look

to improve on their balanced
finish at the Belmont Opener
where all five runners placed
in the top 50.
Women’s distance assistant
coach Taylor Miller said Saturday’s meet is a good way for
the team to get ready for the
Sun Belt Conference Championships in November.
She said she told her to
team to keep training through
meets and testing their limits
— Miller knows with such a
young team, meets like this are
a learning experience for her
runners.
“I expect them to keep im-

proving,” Miller said. “There is
no one in the Sun Belt that we
can’t run with.”
As for finding a leader on
her young team, Miller said
there is no one who stands out
just yet. Without any veterans,
the Lady Toppers depend on
each other for leadership.
“They are all very good
friends,” Miller said. “They hold
each other to such high standards, and kind of lead each
other in that way.”
The Toppers will be led by
junior David Mokone, who received Sun Belt Conference
Male Runner of the Week hon-

ors after his most recent performance in Nashville. Mokone
finished fifth at the Belmont
Opener.
Sophomore Aaron Stevens,
the team’s second finisher at
Belmont, is expected to be a
top finisher for the Toppers as
well on Saturday.
Jenkins said he expects
Stevens to be a big part of the
WKU effort moving forward.
“Aaron had a great summer and has kept working
hard,” Jenkins said. “He has
taken himself out of his comfort zone, and that’s how you
succeed in this game.”

WOMEN'S SOCCER

Lady Toppers hit the road for first time this season
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

This weekend, the Lady Toppers will play outside the WKU
Soccer Complex for the first time
this season.
The squad has enjoyed a fivegame home stretch to open the
season, but players said they’re
looking forward to seeing how
the team can travel against two
non-conference opponents.
In their first away match of
the season, the Lady Toppers
will find themselves in Cullowhee, N.C. for a match against
Western Carolina (3-2-0), which

STUTSMAN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Stutsman was fifth on the alltime list at WKU with 3,979
total assists. Her 101 assists
during the opening week of
the season was good enough
to earn her the title of Sun Belt
Conference Setter of the Week,
and over the first weekend of
play she became only the fifth
player ever in WKU history to
tally more than 4,000 assists.

has scored seven goals in five
games and only allowed four.
The Lady Catamounts are currently tied for No. 3 in the Southern Conference.
Just two days later, the Lady
Toppers will make the roughly 100-mile trek through the
Smokey Mountains from Cullowhee to Knoxville to take on the
Lady Volunteers of Tennessee.
Tennessee (5-1-0) is one of
the higher-profile teams the
Lady Toppers will face this season. Not only are the Lady Volunteers sitting on a winning record and are tied for third in the
SEC with Florida and Georgia,

but they also remain unbeaten
at home, including a pair of
shutouts.
The Lady Volunteers carried
their shutout streak with them
on the road when they beat Mercer this past Sunday 2-0. Tennessee will face Middle Tennessee
State before the game against
WKU looking to keep its shutout
streak alive.
The Lady Toppers will look to
get a spark going offensively —
they haven’t scored a goal in 137
minutes.
“Coach said after the (Memphis) game that we need to work
on being more dynamic up top,”

sophomore forward Lauren
Moats said. “If we can do that,
then we are going to get more
goals in the attacking third.”
Moats holds two of the Lady
Toppers’ three goals on the season with the other coming from
freshman midfielder Haley Baldridge.
“We usually play with a lot of
people in the midfield, so ideally we need to be playing more
through the midfield and stringing passes together,” Chrissy
Tchoula, Sun Belt Conference
preseason Offensive Player of
the Year and senior midfielder,
said. “We need to be able to

string more than four passes together at once in order to be successful.”
It won’t be all offense that
the Lady Toppers will rely on —
their competition this weekend
has combined for 18 goals this
season. They will also count on
a defense that has only allowed
one goal in 138 minutes of play.
“We are going to have to really continue to work on executing what we have been working
on tactically,” Torrie Lange, SBC
preseason Defensive Player of
the Year and senior defender,
said. “Things have started really
falling into place.”

“She’s just really gifted,”
defensive specialist and fellow senior Ashley Potts said.
“When we put the ball right on
her head, she can do whatever she wants. Even off the net
she’s pretty good."
Potts said Stutsman is a
huge part of the team.
“She really pushes us to be
what we want to be and be
what we should be,” she said.
One of those opening weekend wins came against then-

No. 16 Purdue on their home
court — she recorded 45 assists in the match.
She has recorded 287 assists
so far this year and is 906 away
from being WKU’s all-time
leader.
“When you put that ball in
her hands at the net, she’s as
good as anybody in the country, and I think she’s proven
that over her career,” Hudson
said.
Potts has known Stutsman

since they competed in high
school and the two are part
of the same senior class. They
have a good friendship on and
off the court.
Off the court, Potts described her as “goofy” and fun
to be around.
“She really likes her TV
shows,” she said. “Whenever she’s not in the gym,
she’s probably watching her
shows, or on the couch, or
cooking dinner — she really

likes to cook.”
So far this season, WKU has
played four teams ranked in
the top 25 in the nation and
came out with a 1-3 record.
However, Stutsman said
she is pleased with the way
the team has played thus far
against the tough competition.
“We’re really happy with
how it’s played out,” Stutsman
said. “We wanted to just kind
of go out and compete.”

SPORTS
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VOLLEYBALL

Volleyball
team is
deserving of
an audience
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Don’t be fooled by the three early
losses. The Lady Topper volleyball
team is just as talented this year as it
has been over the past few programchanging seasons — maybe better.
WKU (5-3) won its first NCAA
Tournament game last year. Currently ranked No. 21 in the NCAA,
the team has spent the early part of
the season competing against some
of the top teams in the country with
matches against Southern California — currently No. 1 in the country
— and fellow top 25 teams Purdue,
Ohio State and Florida State.
The Lady Toppers went 1-3 in that
stretch with a win over No. 22 Purdue, but coach Travis Hudson isn’t
worried about the losses. His team
went undefeated in the Sun Belt last
season and lost just one set to conference competition all year. Hudson is content with his team taking
their knocks early if it will get them
experience against other postseason
squads.
People who have followed the
program for the past few years might
not remember what it’s like for the
team to lose a few games. WKU went
33-4 last year and 31-4 the year before.
“We’re 21st in the country and
already knocked off a top-20 team. I
had a guy in the grocery store yesterday when I was stopping to get a gallon of milk tell me to keep my head
SEE COLUMN PAGE 8

Volleyball to
host WKU
Invitational
over the
weekend
BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
After picking up a win over a
struggling Cincinnati squad Tuesday, the Lady Topper volleyball
team are prepared to play host to a
few teams this weekend at the WKU
Invitational.
WKU (5-3) swept the Lady
Bearcats, and the Lady Toppers will
open the weekend’s tournament
against Ohio.
Coach Travis Hudson said he
was pleased with his team’s effort in
the sweep over Cincinnati.
“We were way better than we’ve
SEE INVITATIONAL PAGE 8
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Set for
Success

Lady Topper senior setter Melanie Stutsman, right, tries to block a spike against Cincinnati sophomore defensive setter, Morgan Allred.
The Lady Toppers defeated the Lady Bearcats in a three-set sweep. RAE EMARY/HERALD

Stutsman shooting for assist record
BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

When it comes to setting
the volleyball, Melanie Stutsman has it all figured out.
The senior setter, who has
helped the Lady Toppers to
a 5-3 start this season, is currently No. 5 on WKU’s all-time
assists list and is likely to break
the record later this season.
A starter in her first year at
WKU, there was no doubt that
she wouldn’t play a big part in
the offense over the next few
years, and she has helped the
program to some of the most
successful years in program
history.
“I came in and started as a
freshman, and that was just
amazing,” Stutsman said. “Every year our team has just got-

ten better and better. It’s been
a huge part of my life, and I
don’t know what I’m going to
do when it’s over.”
Her freshman year, Stutsman recorded 1,289 total assists and was named the Sun
Belt Conference Freshman of
the Year. Since then, she has
only increased her total assists
numbers each year, tallying
more than 1,300 assists each of
the last two seasons.
Now as a senior, she has taken on a leadership role for the
No. 21 Lady Toppers.
“Mel is an awfully talented
kid,” coach Travis Hudson
said. “The thing we have to do
with her is to get her to push
and want to do more because
she’s so gifted and she affects
us in so many ways.
“...Her numbers are going

to come...but we need her as a
senior leader to make people
around her better, and I think
that’s the mark of a really good
senior athlete.”
In her first three years at
WKU, Stutsman has been an
All-American Honorable Mention by the American Volleyball Coaches Association all
three years. She also has been
named to the AVCA All-South
Region team all three years
and was the Most Outstanding Player at last year’s Sun Belt
Conference Tournament.
The conference also recognized her earlier this year by
naming her the Preseason Setter of the Year and earning a
spot on the eight-member Preseason All-Conference Team.
Coming into the season,

SEE STUTSMAN PAGE 9

WKU puts struggles behind preparing for Sun Belt play
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU can relate to South Alabama in a lot of ways.
Saturday will be the first time
the two teams square off against
one another in the opening Sun
Belt Conference game of the
season for the two teams, but
both have similar backgrounds.
South Alabama (1-1) is in its
second year as a Football Bowl
Series team in its transition to
the Sun Belt. WKU (1-1) went
through the exact same move
in 2009.
South Alabama is going
through growing pains of adjusting to the Division I-A level,
going 2-11 last season.
The Jaguars actually had better results in their first season at
the FBS level than WKU did –
the Toppers dropped 18 games
in a row before winning a game
midway through their second

year in Division I-A.
The two schools face off for
the first time when the Toppers
enter Mobile, Ala. for a 6:30 p.m.
kickoff on Saturday.
South Alabama will present its share of threats against
WKU on both sides of the ball.
Quarterback Ross Metheny
earned Sun Belt Conference
Offensive Player of the Week
honors last week after totaling
365 yards combined through
the air and on the ground in
the Jaguars 41-39 win over Tulane.
Coach Bobby Petrino said
in his Monday press conference that South Alabama’s dual
threat quarterback brings concern with the run defense for
his team.
“When you watch the video,
the first thing that jumps out at
you is the ability of the quarterback to throw the ball and run
it,” Petrino said. “They’ve got a

very good running back that’s
fast and we’re going to have
to make sure we understand
where he’s at and what type of
runs we’re going to see from
him.”
South Alabama coach Joey
Jones has been keeping his own
tabs on WKU for quite some
time now. Jones told reporters
in Mobile, Ala. during the week
that WKU carried some of the
best talent in the Sun Belt.
“When you look at them on
film, they are a tremendous
football team,” Jones said of
WKU. “I’ve kind of peeked at
all of the teams in the league,
and they probably have the
most talent of anybody in the
conference.”
WKU has seen its share of
talent to begin the season by
opening up against two teams
from the dominant Southeastern Conference in Kentucky
and Tennessee — even if the

two teams ride in the lower tier
in comparison to their national
champion counterparts.
But junior tight end Mitchell
Henry said the team is preparing for South Alabama just like
they have for every game this
year.
“We can’t prepare for them
any more lightly than we did
for Kentucky and Tennessee,”
Henry said. “They still have
great players, they still have a
good team and you can’t take
any team lightly because they
surprise you and then they
beat you. You have to prepare
for each team the same, just
like they’re the best team in
the nation.”
From what the team has
evaluated on film, the Jaguar
defense is going to be coming
after the quarterback often.
“They’re a team that likes to
get after the quarterback,” offensive coordinator Jeff Brohm

said after the team’s practice
Tuesday. “They like to blitz and
they like to be aggressive on
defense. They’re not just going to sit back and let you pick
them apart.”
If the offense wants to prove
last week’s poor outing at Tennessee was a fluke, they’ll have
to make a statement in the conference opener Saturday. Junior
quarterback Brandon Doughty
understands the team has to
put their struggles away and
focus on the next game — the
most important game in the
team’s eyes.
“We have to understand
that they’re going to come after you and they’re going to try
to make you feel uncomfortable, so we have to step up and
make a play,” Doughty said.
“We look at the next game as
the most important game.
South Alabama is the most
important game to us.”

